
102 VITAL STATISTICS 

Infantile Mortality in Certain Cities of the World.—It is one of the 
greatest triumphs of our time that city life is, if not as healthy, yet not necessarily 
more dangerous to human, especially to infant, life than the average living con
ditions in the country as a whole. 

To give particular examples, the rate of infantile mortality in New York was 38 
per 1,000 live births in 1939, as against a rate of 57 per 1,000 for the birth registration 
area of the United States. In 1937, Berlin had an infantile mortality rate of 61 per 
1,000 live births, as compared with 65 for Germany; Paris had a rate of 59 in 1937, 
compared with a rate of 65 for France and, in 1938, London had a rate of 50 com
pared with 53 for England and Wales. 

In Canada, Montreal had, in 1939, an infantile mortality of 70 per 1,000 live 
births as compared with 78 for the Province of Quebec. Toronto had, in 1939, an 
infantile mortality rate of 43 per 1,000 live births as against 46 for the Province 
of Ontario, while Winnipeg and Vancouver had much lower infantile mortality rates 
than their respective provinces. Over a number of years both Vancouver and 
Victoria have shown two of the lowest infantile mortality rates in the world. 

38.—Infantile Mortality per 1,000 Live Births in Certain Cities of the World in 193S 
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Antwerp 66i 
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11937 rate. 2 1936 rate. 

Subsection 3.—Maternal Mortality 

Of cognate interest with infantile mortality is the important subject of ma
ternal mortality arising out of pregnancy and child-birth. This maternal mortality 
is shown by Tables 29 and 30 to be at its lowest among mothers under twenty-five 
years of age. 


